
Connect 
                        with us

Web: RescueSaltLake.org

Social: facebook.com/rescuemissionofsaltlake - Twitter/@rescuesaltlake

Email: info@rescuesaltlake.org

Phone: Main – 801.355.1302/Donor Relations – 801.746.1006

Mail:  PO Box 1431, Salt Lake City, UT 84110

Physical Address: 463 S. 400 West, Salt Lake City, UT 84101

A year ago, when I called the Rescue Mission of 
Salt Lake for help, I was desperate. I was a single 

mom to three children and had lost both my jobs. It was 

my fault. I just quit going to work after my meth and heroin 

addiction got so bad I couldn’t even show up. 

While we had been living in my mother’s basement, she 

was about to sell her home and my three children, ages 

15, 12, and 9 were about to be on the street. I had five 

warrants out for my arrest, was an atheist, and was using 

drugs each day. 

Desperate, I searched the internet for in-patient 

rehabilitation programs. The only place I could find was the 

Rescue Mission. I called, and within a few days they had 

a spot open for me. My children’s paternal grandmother 

agreed to take care of my kids for the 13-months it would 

take for me to finish the New Life Program. It was hard to 

leave my kids for over a year, but I knew I needed help, so I 

joined the New Life Program.  

My life has changed dramatically since that day. Through 

the counseling at the Rescue Mission I came to realize that 

I had never forgiven the people who abused me, like my 

stepdad and my children’s father. I lived in unforgiveness 

and pain from that abuse and, to cope, I used drugs to 

mask the hurt. 

But understanding the pain and unforgiveness was just 

the start. The real change came when I believed in Jesus. I 

started off as a self-proclaimed atheist. I knew the Rescue 

Mission ran a faith-based program, but I figured I could put 

that aside and focus on the program’s addiction recovery 

principles. 

Yet as I read books like the Case for Christ, the Language 

of God, the Bible, and our Genesis counseling book I 

started to consider the possibility of God. One day, I was 

in one of the counselor’s offices and I asked her how I 

could start a relationship with Jesus. Since that day, I have 

MARIE IRVIN: 
Three children get their mother back   

Please join us for our New Life Banquet. 

The night will feature great food and fantastic speakers 

who will share about the hope that is found at the 

Rescue Mission of Salt Lake. 

Our New Life Banquet is complimentary. Seating is 

limited so please RSVP if you will be joining us. Come 

and be inspired by stories from the Mission and receive 

an invitation to pray, volunteer and invest in changing 

lives, to make a difference in the lives of the homeless 

here in Utah. 

RSVP using the website address below. Or you can fill 

our the RSVP slip at right and mail it back to us to 

reserve your spot. 

Date: November 10, 2018

Address: Calvary Chapel of Salt Lake - 460 W. Century Drive

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

YOU’RE INVITED TO OUR 
NEW LIFE BANQUET RESCUER
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Please see “Marie” on page 3

Marie Irvin is a mother again to her three children, 
including her nine-year-old daughter. 

PLEASE FELLOWSHIP WITH US! 

VISIT RESCUESALTLAKE.ORG/RESTORINGHOPE TO RSVP TODAY. 

Yes, please register me for the Rescue 
Mission’s New Life Banquet on 

November 10, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Calvary Chapel of Salt Lake.    

Name _________________________

Number in Your Party ____________

Email _________________________

Phone ________________________ 

Address _______________________ 

 ______________________________

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
Chapel: First 
Baptist West Valley 

Kitchen: First 
Baptist West Valley

2 
Chapel: Calvary 
Chapel of Salt Lake

Kitchen: Intermt. 
Baptist Youth

3 
Chapel: SMCC

Kitchen: SMCC

4 
Chapel: RMSL

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome! 

5 
Chapel: Mt. Oly 
Presbyterian

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

6 
Chapel: Bible 
Baptist

Kitchen: So. Valley 
Comm. Church

7 
Chapel: Gospel 
Grace

Kitchen: Gospel 
Grace

8 
Chapel: Intermt. 
Baptist 

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome! 

9 
Chapel: Unity 
Baptist

Kitchen: Alpha Tau 
Omega - U of U

10 
Chapel: Northern 
Utah Mennonite

Kitchen: Southeast 
Youth Group

11 
Chapel: Millcreek 
Baptist

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome! 

12 
Chapel: Hilltop 
United Methodist

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome! 

13 
Chapel: Berean 
Bible

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

14
Chapel: Abundant 
Life

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

15 
Chapel: Bennion 
Christian Center

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

16 
Chapel: K2 - The 
Church

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

17 
Chapel: Discovery 
Christian Center

Kitchen: Discovery 
Christian Center

18 
Chapel: New Begins. 
Christian Fellowship 

Kitchen: Capital 
Church

19 
Chapel: RMSL

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome! 

20 
Chapel: Southside 
Church of Christ

Kitchen: Southside 
Church of Christ

21 
Chapel: Abundant 
Life

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

22 
Chapel: Living 
Waters

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

23 
Chapel: Canyons 
Church

Kitchen: First 
Baptist Tooele

24 
Chapel: First 
Methodist 

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

25 
Chapel: Tooele 
Christ. Fellowship

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

26 
Chapel: Midvalley 
Bible

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

27 
Chapel: EV Free 
Church of Salt Lake

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

28 
Chapel: Grace 
Community Bible

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

29 
Chapel: RMSL

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

30 
Chapel: Bennion 
Christian Center

Kitchen: Volunteers 
Welcome!

31 
Chapel: Fresh Life 
Church

Kitchen: Fresh Life 
Church
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RSVP for our New Life Banquet today! 



changed. Before, my mind had been in a state of chaos, 

always churning with anxiety and fear. After beginning a 

relationship with Jesus, my mind and my thoughts are at 

peace. I feel relaxed. Because I am forgiven by Jesus, I have 

been able to forgive those who had abused me. It has been 

a huge weight off my shoulders and has taken away a lot of 

the desire to use drugs. 

This past month I graduated the New Life Program and 

can honestly say that I have a new life. During the past 

year I have been able to clear up all my warrants. I had a 

DUI, some other driving citations and some shoplifting 

charges. None of them were felonies but it felt great to get 

them taken care of and I was blessed that judges in three 

different courts let me do community service to resolve my 

crimes. 

With my warrants cleared up, I 

secured a good job at a local 

call center. By working, I have 

been able to save up enough 

money to get an apartment in 

West Valley that is big enough for me and 

my kids. We spent the last part of September moving our 

stuff into our new apartment. 

I asked my son Odin what it felt like when I was on drugs 

and detached and then later when he was living with 

his grandma away from me. He said, “It was lonely.” I 

am glad that my kids have their mom back and don’t 

have to feel lonely anymore. We owe the Rescue Mission 

and its supporters a huge debt for making our reunion 

possible.  

It was really the Rescue Mission’s comprehensive plan 

that made the difference. As part of my recovery 

strategy I found a good Christian church to attend.  I 

started attending Calvary Baptist because of the intense 

enthusiasm, joy and knowledge they have for God.  I was 

baptized there recently and have already mapped out the 

bus route I need to take to get from my new apartment to 

church. 

As I look forward to this coming year, my No. 1 goal is 

to continue to stay sober. I have a lot on my plate as a 

single mom and want to continue to take my worries and 

concerns to God, instead of turning to drugs. I want to 

continue to progress in my job and save up enough money 

so we can move into a better place next year. 

I am so thankful for the apartment God has provided, 

especially since it is nearby several family 

members, but I would like to afford 

something a little nicer for my 

kids. Please pray for my kids 

and me. Pray that after a year 

apart, and so much change in 

me, that we will make a great family. 

Please also pray for my youngest daughter. 

She is developmentally delayed and has some eye issues 

that make it hard for her to read. They are trying some 

new therapies for her and I pray that they will help her 

learn and grow. I hope my sober love will mean a lot to her 

development as well. 

Thank you so much for supporting the Rescue Mission. 

This was really the only place that could’ve saved me, from 

an eternal and here-and-now perspective. I can’t thank 

the Mission’s supporters, staff and volunteers enough for 

helping me to be a mom to my kids again. My kids love 

having their mom back. 

The late, great evangelist Billy Graham noted, 
“Our world today so desperately hungers 
for hope, yet uncounted people have almost 

given up. There is despair and 
hopelessness on every hand. Let 
us be faithful in proclaiming the 
hope that is in Jesus.”

Our homeless friends who walk into my 
office, or those I meet while out walking 
around or those I see as I peer out my 
window at the Rescue Mission are the 
uncounted people who are struggling 
not to give up.  They represent the 
ultimate effects of hopelessness and 
helplessness. People walk by with their 
heads down. They haven’t showered 

in days, have no permanent place to live, no job, and 
are often oppressed by addiction, mental illness and 
past abuses. Many of the men and women living on our 
streets are truly hopeless. 

With so much hopelessness all around, our work here at 
the Rescue Mission is to restore hope. It’s no easy task, 
but the one thing we do know is, “With Christ there is 
HOPE.”

That truth from the 19th Century theologian Charles 
Spurgeon is as true today as it was in the 1800s. We 
remain faithful in proclaiming this hope, while showing 
love to the hopeless. We listen to people who aren’t 
used to being heard. We give freely to people who are 
accustomed to being shamed for asking. We offer safe 
shelter to people who are used to being mistreated on 
the streets. 

In all these ways we proclaim Christ with our actions, 
while still sharing His message through our teaching. 

Sharing Jesus in word and deed is the only way we 
know how to restore hope. And when Jesus is shared 
and received, hope is restored. Like it was for Marie, 
who gives her testimony in the Rescuer this month. She 
told one of our staff members about the hope she has 
now. She said that the Rescue Mission was “the light at 
the end of the tunnel that I had been praying for. I love 
how alive I feel.” 

The restored hope that faith in Jesus brings makes a 
person come alive. Thank you for investing in restoring 
hope, praying for us and our homeless friends and 
volunteering alongside us. Your support is helping to 
restore the broken lives of uncounted people on Utah’s 
streets who so desperately need it. 

RESTORING HOPE 

Our Stats 
      how your gift helps

                                                   August 2018                       YTD 2018

Professions of Faith                           31                                         230                                      
Meals                                                     13,657                                 108,595

Family Food Boxes                             115                                      956

Nights of Shelter                                4,017                                   35,792

Clothing                                               4,452                                  35,856

Day Service/Hygiene                        1,339                                    10,982

Jobs Obtained                                    9                                           42 

Housing Obtained                              11                                          42

These are not just numbers, they are lives impacted! 

The Rescuer newsletter is a monthly publication of the Rescue Mission of Salt Lake. • Newsletter Editor: Brady Snyder • Printed By: Speedys Printing

“I wanted to change 
but I needed help. I couldn’t 

do it alone.” 

MARIE: CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 

 Hope can begin with a meal
Our homeless friends will pour into the Rescue Mission for our annual Thanksgiving Banquet. While everyone comes for 

our “street-famous” Thanksgiving dinner, we offer much more than a hot, fresh turkey dinner with all the trimmings. 

There is live, God-honoring music, free warm clothing, showers and hygiene items, haircuts and flu shots. Most im-

portantly there are staff members and volunteers, all smiling and showing love to our homeless friends and providing 

crisis care when needed. Our goal is to create such a wonderful experience that our homeless friends will stay and join 

our New Life Program, which provides a pathway off the streets into employment and permanent housing. When one 

of our Thanksgiving guests makes the decision to join our New Life Program then we can truly say that their restored 

hope began with a meal. 

So please support our banquet by using the envelope included with this newsletter. You can also call our finance office 

at 801.746.1006 for secure credit card donations over the phone or visit RescueSaltLake.org to donate online. We do 

not want to turn anyone away and want to ensure that, at least for this Thanksgiving, no one will go hungry in the Salt 

Lake area. Hope begins with a meal. Hope begins with you. Please help today. 

hope

Would you like to serve God 
and help people off the 
streets?Join our Team! 

We have two openings: 

The first is an administrative assistant position 
in our donor relations and finance office. Email 
Eileen Crist at Eileen@rescuesaltlake.org for a job 
description.

The second is a supervisor and case manager at 
the Rescue Mission Women’s Center. Email Chris 
Croswhite at Chris@resecuesaltlake.org for a job 
description. 


